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that Germany violated Belgium, England could put two,
divisions into Namur by the thirteenth day of mobilization,
and the Field Army, such as it then was, into Antwerp by
the thirty-second day. After getting the approval of vari-
ous officials, including Sir George Clark, Secretary of the
Imperial Defense Committee, Colonel Repington saw Major
Huguet again, and gave him a short list of questions to be
submitted to the French General Staff. Major Huguet hur-
ried to France and soon brought back a set of interesting
and satisfactory answers which he was able to show to
Colonel Repington on January 12.182 With the authoriza-
tion of Haldane and Grey these then became the basis for
official discussions direct between the French and British
military authorities through Major Huguet and General
Grierson.
Sir Edward Grey returned to London on January 26 and
found M. Cainbon anxiously waiting for a more definite
statement as to whether France could count upon British
assistance. After talking further with Haldane and the
Prime Minister, but without accepting the latter's sugges-
tion that the statement to be made to Cambon should be
approved in a meeting of the whole Cabinet, Grey gave
Cambon his momentous answer on January 31. The long
summary of it which he sent to Bertie in Paris shows clearly
enough its double character. With one hand he held out
what he withdrew with the other. He encouraged the
French to expect aid, if needed; but he made no promises
of armed support and reserved liberty of action. He told
M, Cambon encouragingly that since their last interviews
on January 10 and 15,
A good deal of progress has been made. Our military
and naval authorities had been in communication with the
French, and I assumed that all preparations were ready, so
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